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Introduction 


A Brief History of Greengate Jamia Masjid 

Greengate Jamia Masjid was established in 1981, and as the congregation grew, a new Masjid was 
needed to accommodate the expanding community. Through the generosity of public donations from 
residents of Oldham, the land was purchased, and construction of the new Masjid began. 

A New Era of Leadership 

In 2016, a new management committee was elected through a democratic process, marking a 
significant milestone in the organisation's history. This committee is committed to guiding the 
organisation towards its envisioned goals, with a clear set of objectives that would foster a culture of 
excellence and responsibility. 

Key Objectives 


The management committee's primary objectives included: 


e Financial Transparency: A commitment to openness and accountability in all financial matters, 
ensuring trust and confidence among members and the wider community. 


e Inclusive Decision-Making: Regular meetings with members to facilitate collective decision- 
making, discussion, and charting the organisation's path forward. 
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e Collaboration and Community Engagement: Emphasising collaboration and collective 
ownership, fostering a cohesive and engaged community. 


A Culture of Excellence and Responsibility 


By prioritising financial transparency, inclusive decision-making, and community engagement, the 
management committee has established a strong foundation for the organisation's growth and 
success. This commitment to excellence and responsibility has strengthened the sense of ownership 
and involvement among members, creating a vibrant and engaged community. 


Empowering the Next Generation 


Central to the committee's agenda was a dedication to prioritising children's learning, recognising 
education as a transformative force. We directed our efforts towards providing high-quality 
educational opportunities for children, investing in programs, resources, and facilities that would 
empower the younger generation. This commitment aimed to contribute to the betterment of society, 
acknowledging the critical role that education plays in shaping the future. 


Ensuring Organisational Efficiency 


Finally, the management committee made a resolute commitment to ensure that all outstanding 
works and projects were given due attention and priority. By addressing pending tasks and 
initiatives, they aimed to enhance organisational efficiency and effectiveness. This proactive 
approach served as a testament to our dedication and sense of responsibility towards the 
organisation's overall progress and success, demonstrating our commitment to continuous 
improvement and growth. 
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Major Health and Safety Concern rectified 


In 2016 after the new management committee was put in place, a major health and safety hazard and 
fire safety risk, in contravention of UK health and safety rules, was identified and eliminated. An 

extremely large amount of accumulated rubbish and unwanted items were illegally and dangerously 
obstructing the 


significant safety x 
hazard in the 
event of a fire. l 


A container was 
purchased to 
clear the 
hazardous 
obstructions and 
store these items. 
The removal 
process involved 
systematically 
disposing the 
clutter and ensuring the fire exits were fully accessible and unobstructed in case of a fire safety 
emergency. By taking this necessary action, the risk of potential fire-related incidents had been 
significantly reduced, ensuring a safer environment for every congregant. 
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The lack of fire safety provision in the Mosque 


In 2016 the management committee additionally discovered: 


e No fire-rated doors on the top-floor 
e No Fire Alarm/Fire Alarm Control Panel had been installed. 
e Fire-Exit signs had not been placed throughout the Masjid. 


These are a key requirement for all public buildings and a legal responsibility of public 
buildings and organisations. 


In the UK, the legal requirements for fire safety in public buildings are primarily outlined 
in the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. This legislation places responsibilities 
on the "responsible person" for a building, which could be the employer, owner, landlord, 
occupier, management committee or any other person who has control over the 
premises. 


Page 7 


Rectifying the lack of fire safety provision in the Mosque 


The management committee quickly took proactive steps 
over the last couple of years to enhance and improve the 
known fire safety issues in the building. 


Fire doors with toughened glass have been installed on the 
top floor, adding an extra layer of safety. 


Complementing this, clear fire exit safety signage has now 
been strategically placed throughout the premises, 
ensuring that worshippers can easily identify the exits in 
case of an emergency. 


> a 
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Additionally, fire-alarms and a fire-alarm control panel was installed for fire-safety and monitoring. 


These measures not only adhere to safety standards but also demonstrate the committee's 
commitment to providing a secure environment for all worshippers, always prioritising their well- 
being. 


f y SERVI N 
ICED AND SUPPUED ay 
PROTECTIO; 
4 FINE ALA: 
o NU APE By E S ties 
CI 
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New office fitted to the new Mosque 


A new office was 
installed and set up to 
ensure a dedicated 
space for the filing 
and maintaining of the 
organisation's 
records. This 
initiative not only 
facilitates easy access 
to information for 
members of the 
management but also 
ensures that the 
organisations records 
are kept meticulously 
up to date. The new 
office serves as a hub for organisational efficiency, fostering a systematic approach to 
information management and contributing to the overall smooth functioning of the 
organisation which enables all the services and functions it provides to the community. 
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Enhanced Madrasah Classes for 5 -16 year-olds 


Before 2016 the children's Madrasah (After-school religious classes) had 1 teacher and 
up to 15 male students. 


The new management committee revamped this by bringing in 7 additional UK educated 
Islamic teachers to facilitate: 


e 4 Boys Islamic education classes for ages 5 to 16 
e 3 Girls Islamic education classes for ages 5 to 16 


In November 2016, the management committee had an open day event to provide an 
invaluable platform for parents and students to experience the educational journey 
firsthand. 


Parents enthusiastically attended the event, 
gaining a comprehensive understanding of the 
curriculum that would shape their child’s 
academic path. 
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Beyond curriculum insights, the open day facilitated meaningful interactions between 
students and their prospective teachers, enabling the formation of strong relationships 
with the staff. Recognising the Madrasah's pivotal role in nurturing the community's 
future generations, the committee diligently prioritised elevating teaching standards, 
ensuring that the education imparted was of the highest calibre. 


The positive impact of the open day and subsequent improvements to the Madrasah was 
exceptional. 


Currently, the Madrasah has an impressive enrolment of over 120 students, 
encompassing both boys and girls. 


This remarkable growth stands as a testament to the committee's unwavering 
commitment to creating an enriching and supportive learning environment. 


Through the management committee’s initiative-taking endeavours, the management 
committee has transformed the Madrasah into a vibrant centre of knowledge, fostering a 
love for learning and personal growth among the students. The open day event has 
undoubtedly played a vital role in highlighting the Madrasah's dedication to educational 
excellence and inclusivity, forging a strong bond between the institution, the students, 
and their families. 
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Child Safeguarding Measures Introduced for boys Madrasah 


One major safe-guarding issue, prior to 2016, had always been the inter-mixing of non- 
teaching adults and children who attended the Madrasah. This allowed unvetted adults 
access to children in contravention of UK safe-guarding rules. 


Specific rules were implemented where: 


Only Madrasah teachers and children are allowed on the bottom hall between 4:30 PM 
and 6:30 PM — The Madrasa timings are 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM, ensuring children are 
always safe. Additionally, children are minded by a teacher or when a teacher is busy with 
other students, sent in groups of three when they need to use the toilet facilities. 


Plans are in motion to have a purpose-built facility where Madrasah children will have 
their own specific teaching and separate toilet facilities specifically for safe-guarding 
purposes. 
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Improved sound systems & speakers 


In Sept 2016, the management committee made a 
thoughtful investment by purchasing a state-of-the-art 
sound system and speakers, aimed at enhancing the quality 
of sound during congregational prayers and events 
throughout the year. 


sa a 


-ggggeee 
Sia a 


This forward-looking decision has significantly improved 
the overall experience of community members during 
gatherings and worship sessions, ensuring clear and 
resonant sound projection that enriches the spiritual 
atmosphere within the premises. The upgraded sound 
system stands as a testament to the committee's dedication 
to providing a conducive and immersive environment for 
all congregants, contributing to the vibrant and harmonious 
atmosphere that characterises gatherings at the premises. 
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Defective windows replaced in the main Masjid 


In 2016, due to cold draughts in winter, congregants found 
it very difficult to pray in the middle hall during winter, 
needing instead to pray in the bottom hall. New windows 
were installed in July 2016. This made the middle hall 
comfortable to pray during winter enhancing energy 
efficiency but also improved ventilation during summer for 
a more comfortable and sustainable environment. 
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Purchased our own LED lights 


In 2016, the management committee, with great enthusiasm and demonstrating a desire for 
self-sufficiency and flexibility, independently decided to purchase a set of exquisite and radiant 
LED lights to celebrate the birth of 
the Prophet Muhammed PBUH. 


This freed the organisation from a 
long-term financial burden as well 
as reliance on external sources for 
such celebratory arrangements. 
Additionally, community members 
also make use of the lights for 
small weddings, birthdays and 
celebratory functions bringing in 
healthy contributions towards the 
Mosque’s running costs and 


causes. 


This empowering decision allows the lights to be put up and taken down at the committee's discretion, 
ensuring greater control and creativity in decorating the premises for this special occasion. The 
beauty of these lights not only illuminates the physical space but also symbolises the spirit of unity and 
joy that fills the hearts of all those who gather to commemorate this blessed occasion. 
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Funeral Islamic body wash facility purchased and installed in 2016 


The management committee took a significant step in 2016 
by running a funding campaign to raise funds and then 
purchase and prepare a dedicated funeral washing area for 
the first time within the premises. 


This purposeful facility was designed to extend a helping 
hand to families and the broader community during their 
times of bereavement. 
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The abandoned and derelict Wudu (Ablution) area in the old Masjid was in an 
unsafe and unhygienic state 


The management committee's proactive approach and commitment to addressing the 
community's needs were highlighted when the local authority approved an extension for 
the ablution area. Prompt action was taken by the committee, recognising the imperative 
of upgrading the existing, derelict and unusable space. With approval from the local 
authority, construction promptly began to transform the derelict and unusable ablution 
area into a safe hygienic and modern facility. This timely initiative showcased the 
committee's forward thinking and dedication to providing essential facilities, markedly 
improving the overall experience for visitors and members. 
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The successful completion ofthe restoration and improvement ofthe Wudu 
(Ablution) area 


The successful completion of the new ablution area serves as a 
testament to the committee's unwavering commitment to 
remedying the inadequacies of the previous state. The 
approval and subsequent completion of the extension 
underscores the management committee's focus on fostering 
a welcoming, inclusive and safe environment. The upgraded 
premises now stands as an inviting and hygienic space for all, 
exemplifying our dedication to the well-being and satisfaction 
of the community they serve. 


Kitchen units updated in old Masjid in March 2016 


The Old Masjid Kitchen had been in a derelict, 
unusable and unhygienic state and ignored for 15+ 
years. 


The new management committee proposed a total 
gutting of the old kitchen units and complete 
renovation of the whole room to the members who 
approved the proposal and with their permission 
immediate work was started. 


The old kitchen was fully dismantled, the room fully 
renovated with new plasterwork, redecorated and 
then new up-to-date modern kitchen storage units 
fitted, new boiler fitted giving the kitchen a fresh and 
updated look. 


This renovation project brought a defunct, unusable 
and unhygienic space back into a functional and fit for 
purpose use with a modern look for the current times. 
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CCTV system implemented 


In early 2017, the installation of new CCTV cameras marked a significant step in 
enhancing security and safety within the Mosque premises. 


The management committee recognised the paramount 
importance of safeguarding both the physical space and the 
well-being of its congregants. 


By investing in modern and state-of-the-art CCTV 
technology, the committee aimed to monitor and deter 
potential security 
threats, providing a 
robust surveillance 
system for the entire 
Mosque area. This proactive approach not only 
instilled a sense of confidence among the community 
members but also demonstrated the committee's 
unwavering dedication to prioritising the safety and 
security of everyone who visits and worships at the 
Mosque. 
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Listening to Mosque events from home and across the planet! 


In May 2017, the management committee took steps 
to enhance its outreach within the local community 
by installing a radio transmitter enabling people to 
purchase radio receivers to listen to educational and 
religious talks and functions from home. 


In 2022, this was enhanced by complementing this 
with the introduction of a modern digital radio 
system which also transmits online, allowing people 
worldwide to download and listen to the content via 
an App from any location with a digital facility. 


These initiatives mark a significant 
advancement in the management 
committee’s communication 
strategies. 
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Old Masjid regeneration and major internal alterations in May 2016-2019 


Over the course of 2016 to 2019, major internal alterations enhancing the layout, 
expanding of available space and improving the functionality of the building were 
undertaken and completed. 


In essence, a fully comprehensive functional refurbishment has been made, resulting in 
an overall improved and updated environment which allows the building to be used as a 
girls Madrasah with separate toilet and washroom facilities for young female students. 


This functional space now provides a safe environment that fulfils Ofsted rules and 
guidance for the safe and wellbeing of children under the age of 16 to study in educational 
environments and being safe from unvetted adults. 


Only a handful of Masjids in Oldham provide this kind of dedicated and functional space 
that adhere to Ofsted rules and Greengate Jamia Masjid is proud to be able to do this for 
our female children. 
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Old Masjid internal alterations and general refurbishment in May 2017-2018 


Renovation of the old Masjid building was started in 2017 to 
update it to a modern functional facility for the teaching of 
religious education for girls from the age of 5 onwards. 


AF: 


As 


This involved internal and external alterations enhancing the 
layout, functionality and the available space. 
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Internal alterations were also undertaken, enhancing the layout and functionality. In 
addition, a comprehensive refurbishment effort has been made, resulting in an overall 
improved and updated environment. 
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The old Masjid building was in a structurally dangerous state 


At some stage in 2018, 
members of the congregation 
noticed cracking and bowing of 
the South Hill Street side of the 
old Masjid building at the 
Gable-end. 


A structural engineer was 
immediately consulted to 
assess the building. It was 
discovered that during the 
tenure of the previous 
committee they had allowed a 
third-party organisation to 
operate from there. 


The third-party organisation adjusted the building for its own educational purposes. 
During this work, two structurally supporting party walls had been removed from the 
South Hill Street gable-end which joined onto the Greengate Street building gable-end. 
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The removal of these two 
walls weakened the South 
Hill Street gable-end 
adding more stress and 
load on the gable-end 
leading to the outer South 
Hill Street walls to bow 
outwards. If this wasn’t 
remedied it would lead to 
future collapsing of that 
side of the building and 
additional damage to the 
roof and other parts of the 
building by the pulling down of the roof by the 
weakened structural walls below which would have 
resulted in a dangerous accident to any persons 
inside the building or passers-by outside of the 
building. 
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Saving the Masjid building 


Due to this hazardous state full remedial work of the building was required to save the 
building and put it back into a safe usable state for those inside and outside. 


To do this a specialist structural reinforcement plan was devised by the structural 
engineer to save the building. The plan was proposed to the members who approved it 
and put into action. 


This plan involved placing steel structural goal posts inside the building and securing the 
outer walls to the steel structural goal posts ensuring no future movement would occur. 


As well as saving the building and making it safe, the life-expectancy of the building was 
also extended by a further 50 to 100 years. 


Page 28 


Greengate Islamic College (GIC) 


Greengate Islamic College (GIC), established in 
2018, stands as a testament to the community's 
commitment to providing a modern and 
comprehensive learning environment for its 
students. 


Previously students of higher-level Islamic 

knowledge would have to travel to far flung 

places like Syria, Yemen, Jordan, Egypt and 
Pakistan for specialist 


theological, 
e GREENGATE jurisprudence and 
G | C | SESE advanced Arabic 
Learn today language subjects. 


With GIC, this was 
brought to the doorsteps 
of residents of Oldham 
and surrounding areas. 


TA 
es 
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From the moment it opened its 
doors, the state-of-the-art college 
has been a thriving hub of 
knowledge, offering a wide range 
of classes, GCSE and A Level 
booster sessions during the day, 
hosting the girls' Madrasah in the 
evening and Adult part-time 
learning in the night. 


To ensure high-quality education, the 
college recruited knowledgeable scholars 
who are dedicated to empowering 
students with the knowledge and skills 
they need to excel in their academic 
pursuits and become the future leaders 
within the community. 
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The college's importance 
for the future cannot be 
overstated. By providing a 
sophisticated and well- 
equipped space for 
learning and growth, GIC 
has become a vital 
institution that nurtures 
the intellectual, social, and personal development of its 
students. 


Its comprehensive facilities, includes offices for teachers and administrative staff, a 
dedicated prayer hall, classrooms, vending machines, and fire exits for safety, create an 
ideal environment for students to flourish. 
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The college's social hub fosters a sense of 
community and camaraderie, encouraging students 
to build meaningful connections and engage in 
extracurricular activities that enhance their 
personal growth and development. 


In addition to its physical learning 
environment, GIC has also embraced state- 
of-the-art remote learning capabilities, 
enabling students to access education and 
participate in classes from any location, 
including the UK. 


By embracing modern technology and 
implementing advanced remote learning 
platforms, the college has expanded its 
reach and made education accessible to a 
broader audience. 
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This innovative approach not only empowers local students but also allows learners 
from the UK and beyond to benefit from GIC's exceptional educational offerings. 
Embracing remote classes has strengthened GIC's position as a dynamic and 
inclusive institution, committed to delivering quality education to a diverse 
community of learners, regardless of geographical boundaries. 


This forward-thinking initiative ensures that GIC remains at the forefront of 
educational excellence, preparing students to navigate the challenges and 
opportunities of a globally connected world. 
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GIC has emerged as an essential pillar in the 
community, nurturing the minds and ambitions of the 
next generation. With its commitment to providing a 
modern place for students to learn, thrive, and 
develop their potential, the college ensures that the 
community's future will be bright and filled with 
capable and empowered individuals ready to 
contribute positively to society. 
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Through its focus on education and the 
fostering of an inclusive and supportive 
environment, GIC plays a pivotal role in 
shaping a promising future for both its 
students and the broader community it 
serves with many students passing 
through its doors having attained the 
necessary knowledge and additional 
skills to further Islamic knowledge 
wherever they may venture. 
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Purchased and installed multi-functional use cabins for females in 2019 


The lack of facilities for females to freely attend religious events, funerals and family 
events, the management committee took a thoughtful and practical approach to address 
the need for additional facilities by purchasing a cabin. 


Recognising the importance of accommodating the diverse needs of the community, 
especially during sensitive occasions like religious events, funerals and wakes, the 
committee sought to create a welcoming and inclusive environment. The cabins were 
specifically acquired to cater to the needs of women, as the new Mosque has only one 
toilet area for males, presenting a disparity that needed immediate attention. 


The purchased cabin underwent a comprehensive 
refurbishment process to meet the requirements 
of the community. The committee ensured that the 
refurbished cabins provided a designated toilet 
area for women, along with a baby changing area 
and a fully equipped kitchen. A spacious hall was 
also included to cater to the specific needs of 
women during various events and gatherings. This 
thoughtful provision not only ensured the 
seamless continuation of classes at the Mosque but 
also enabled the smooth organisation of funerals 
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and other events, without any disruption to the regular Mosque activities. 


Moreover, the versatility of the cabins proved invaluable during challenging times such as 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The cabins were repurposed to host Covid-19 vaccine 
distribution, providing an accessible and safe space for community members. Beyond 
that, the cabins became hubs for various community engagements and activities, further 
showcasing their importance as a multifunctional and beneficial asset to the community. 
Through our foresight and adaptability, the management committee demonstrated their 
dedication to serving the diverse needs of the community and fostering an inclusive and 
vibrant space for all. 


Pop up Coronavirv’ ` 
vaccination centre, 
an poe nd foot N : O ae 
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Making donations easy for Congregants 


In 2019, the management committee made a prudent investment by purchasing a large secure safe 
for community users to donate to the Mosque whenever the mosque is open, ensuring the 
safekeeping of funds until they were ready to be deposited securely in the bank. This strategic move 
underscored the committee's commitment to: 


e Financial responsibility 
e Financial security and mitigating the risk of theft or loss of funds 
e Facilitating ease of donation 


The safe provided a reliable and robust storage solution, 
instilling confidence among committee members that the 
organisation's finances were in safe hands. 


By prioritising the safeguarding of funds, the committee 
demonstrated their dedication to sound financial 
management and the protection of the community's 
contributions, reinforcing trust and transparency within 
the organisation. 
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Funeral facilities 2016-2020 


Preparation of the deceased for burial is a personal and religious duty for the next of kin. 
It requires a specific area for the ablution (Washing) ofthe deceased's body in a specific 
manner with specific facilities required to allow this. 


e Aprivate room with a washing mortuary table that has warm running water and 
allows the wastewater around the body to drain away from around and under the 
body. 


e Storage of the deceased is also necessitated through a cold-storage facility that meets 
UK morgue standards. 


e Facilities for the friends and families ofthe deceased to provide food for the 
deceased’s family and those coming to pay their respect from out of town. 


e Additionally, due to lack of space and mixed use, safe-guarding measures taken for 
children who study in religious after-school classes provided by the Mosque from 
inter-mixing with non-teaching adults. 


These facilities had been lacking so a phased project was put to the members who 
wholeheartedly voted to go ahead with these projects. 
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Body cool storage fridge purchased and installed in May 2020 


In May 2020, through a funding campaign run by the management committee, the community 
raised funds for: 


° Cool storage facility for 8 bodies. 


° A hydraulic lift that allows the automatic raising of the 
body safely and respectfully. 


Through this thoughtful 


addition, bereaved families on 
gained access to a well-equipped APPEAL FOR 
DONATIONS 


space knowing their departed 
loved ones are safe overnight 
whilst awaiting burial in a UK 


vea aihe ead : of COVID-19 increasin: mae ignificantly, 
o help raise 


cemetery or before preparation 5,000 
for transport for burial in a Tt i PURCHASING 
foreign destination due to their we ORAGE R ROOM 


last and final request. 


Please support this cause generously, we will be placing the order immediately. Please contact 
Haji Islam Haji Zafar Navaid Afzal 
07467 396675 07974 570956 07979866369 


sort code: 01-06-39 = account ee 94987114 
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Since its inception, the funeral area with its wash facilities, 
the cool storage and kitchen facilities has stood as a 
testament to the management committee's commitment to 
addressing the practical needs ofthe community. 


By providing a dignified and functional space to bid 
farewell to loved ones, the committee has truly 
demonstrated its dedication to supporting families in times 
of sorrow and strengthening the bonds of compassion and 
support within the community. 


Furthermore, recognising the significance of communal 
support during times of grief, the committee also integrated 
a kitchen area within the funeral facility. 


This thoughtful inclusion allows families to serve food and 
refreshments to mourners and well-wishers, creating an 
atmosphere of comfort and unity during funeral gatherings. 


The communal aspect of the facility has proven to be of immense benefit, fostering a 
sense of togetherness and solidarity within the community during such challenging 
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Car park tarmac in September 2020 


The car park underwent a transformative 
upgrade with the application of tarmac, 
enhancing the safety and functionality ofthe 
parking area. 


The committee's decision to tarmac the car park 
was driven by the desire to ensure a secure and 
well-maintained space where vehicles could park 
safely. 


Additionally, the newly tarmacked surface 
provided a smooth and even walking area for 
visitors and congregants, reducing the risk of 
injuries. 


This thoughtful improvement not only increased 
the convenience for those attending the Mosque 
but also exemplified the committee's 
commitment to creating a welcoming and safe 
environment for all who utilised the car park. 
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Covid-19 Pandemic 


The COVID-19 pandemic, which had a significant impact across the UK and the world in 2020, 2021 
and 2022, brought immense challenges to our operations and long-term planning. Local and national 
lockdowns, along with restrictions on gatherings, disrupted not only our ability to serve the 
community in traditional ways but also delayed vital building planning and works. Financial 
pressures caused by the economic downturn, combined with limited opportunities for fundraising 
and community engagement, further exacerbated these difficulties. 


These challenges were not unique to our Mosque; every Mosque across the UK faced similar struggles 
as they worked to adapt to the constantly changing safety regulations and economic uncertainty. 


The pandemic highlighted the importance of resilience and adaptability, and while the pandemic 
years have been challenging, they have also strengthened our determination. 


As we move forward from this difficult period, we remain committed to revitalising our plans, 


rebuilding community connections, and ensuring the continued growth and support of our 
congregation. 
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Storm Eunice visited our Mosque 


In February 2022, Storm Eunice 
wreaked havoc on the Mosque's 
structure, causing considerable damage 
to both minarets, resulting in their 
collapse, as well as affecting the roof 
and internal ceiling. In response to the 
dangerous situation, the committee 
took immediate action, deploying a 
cherry picker to safely remove the 
affected minarets to ensure the well-being of everyone on the 
premises. The subsequent repair work involved the replacement of the 
roof and internal ceiling, restoring the mosque to its previous state. 


The incident raised an important concern about the safety of the 
previous minaret installations. 


It was noteworthy that other minarets in the UK had not experienced similar issues, prompting the 


committee to question whether the materials used during the previous fittings were safe and up to 


Taking this matter seriously, the committee is committed to thoroughly investigating and 


implementing measures to ensure the safety and integrity of the new minarets that will be fitted in 


due course. 
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Despite the challenges 
posed by Storm Eunice, the 
committee's prompt 
response and dedication to 
resolving the situation 
demonstrated their 
commitment to the 
Mosque's safety and 
preservation. 


A Surveyor has now been 
tasked with working with 
the management 
committee, Oldham Council 
and external contractors to 
enable the legal and 
physical processes needed 
towards having new minarets fitted via Buildings Control. The management committee is steadfast in 
their efforts to create a secure and resilient environment for all members of the community, fostering 
an atmosphere of trust and assurance within the Mosque. 
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Fencing to secure a plot near the Masjid 


In March 2022, a concerning incident arose when an individual in the area attempted to take over a 
small parcel of land next to the car park. 


The matter was promptly addressed by the committee, who engaged in a dialogue with the person in 
question, urging them to present valid evidence of their ownership or possession of the land. 


However, as no evidence could be 
provided, it became evident that the 
attempted takeover was unwarranted. In 
response, the committee took decisive 
action to safeguard the land's integrity 
and prevent any further encroachments. 


They made the decision to fence the area 
and hired security personnel to patrol the 
area during the night, ensuring that no 
unauthorised land grabbing would occur. 
Through these proactive measures, the 
committee demonstrated their 
unwavering commitment to protecting the 
community's assets. 
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On-site digital donation facility for community users 


In March 2023, the management committee 
implemented the “Tap Donate” system, offering 
a convenient and efficient way for donations. 


This forward-looking approach not only 
reduces the need for queues but also ensures 
that funds are swiftly and directly deposited 
into the Mosque's account. 


Donors can contribute any amount they wish, 
reflecting a flexible and contemporary 
approach to giving. 


This initiative showcases the management 
committee's commitment to enhancing the 
donation experience and aligning with modern 
technological solutions for the community's 
convenience. 
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Visit My Mosque events 


“Visit my Mosque” events organised 
over the past couple of years have 
been a commendable initiative, 
inviting members from diverse 
communities to come together and 
gain insights into Islam. 


Beyond serving as a place of 

worship, these events provided a 
valuable opportunity for attendees 

to witness firsthand what the 

Mosque offers as a community centre. 


Participants had the chance 
to explore the various 
projects undertaken by the 
Mosque, showcasing its 
current contributions to the 
community, and outlining its 
ambitious future aspirations. 


These events not only 
fostered understanding and 
dialogue but also highlighted 
the Mosque as a dynamic hub 
that actively contributes to 
the well-being and unity of 
the broader community. 


WA IRA TL 


TO DOA HER OOY 
TON Vive ENT Lt 
MEDON? 
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School visits for inter-faith educational purposes 


The Mosque has actively 
engaged with local schools, 
welcoming teachers, and 
pupils from the borough as 
part of their learning 
curriculum. 


These visits have proven 
instrumental in providing 
students with valuable 
insights into the role and functions of 
the Mosque within society. 


By offering a firsthand 
experience, students gain a 
nuanced understanding of the 
cultural and religious 
significance of the Mosque. 


These initiatives have not only 
contributed to educational 
enrichment but have also 
cultivated fantastic relationships 
with numerous schools in the 
borough. 


a i A + 
BA OG e 
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Community Iftar during the fasting month of Ramadan 


The annual Community 
Iftar during the holy 
month of Ramadan stands 
as a symbol of inclusivity 
and cultural exchange. 


Open to all faiths, this 
event warmly invites 
everyone to join and learn 
about Ramadan, providing a unique opportunity for people from 
various backgrounds to break the fast together with Muslims. 


Beyond the sharing of a meal, the occasion encourages open 
dialogue, allowing attendees to ask questions and share their 
feedback, fostering understanding and camaraderie. This event, 
marked by its inclusivity 
and openness, plays a vital 
role in fostering community cohesion and building strong 
relationships with every community in the borough, 
transcending cultural and religious boundaries for a shared 
celebration of unity and respect. 


Hime amd hospitality a 
j 
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Charitable events held in support of various local and international projects 


The Mosque has been actively involved in various charitable initiatives, reflecting a commitment to 
both local and international causes. 


The Food Bank program served to 
address the pressing issue of 
homelessness by providing essential 
sustenance to those in need. 


The Mawlid Campaign further 
da x extends this humanitarian effort, 
FOR THE NEEDY gy i . 
AND VULNERABLE focusing on feeding the homeless 
TYPICAL FOOD DONATIONS | during significant occasions in the 


Cereals - Soup - Pasta - Rice 3 


Pasta Sauce - Tinned Beans UK 
Tinned Meat - Tinned Vegetables a= g 
Tinned Fruit - Tea or Coffee 5 
Biscuits - Snacks 
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A WEEKEND OF FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


% 
Ñ ALL DONATIONS RAISED FROM THIS 
tu EVENT WILL NOW BE DONATED TO THE 


> b OLDHAM TO PAKISTAN FLOOD APPEAL 


: BBO- DESSERTS - FACE PAINTING - MEHNDI - NASHEEDS 
PS STALLS - FUNFAIR & BOUNCY CASTLES 
EAM » 


SLUSH GICE CRI 
DAY 1 


JOIN US FROM | 


ON BOTH DAYS 


ADDRESS 


88 GREENGATE STREET 
OLDHAM - OL4 1DH 


In response to natural disasters, the Mosque has organised events like 
the “Community Fun Fest”, directing donations toward flood relief in 
Pakistan. 


Similarly, a car wash initiative not only E sorn eoe 
contributed to flood relief efforts but also st 
engaged the local community in support of 
this cause. 


SATURDAY = SUNDAY 


Y FROM 12PM TILL 7PM_J 


GREENGATE BUSINESS CENTRE 
2 GREENGATE ST - OLDHAM - OL4 1FN 


Page 55 


Beyond geographical borders, the Mosque has rallied support for 
those affected by the Turkey/Syria earthquake, demonstrating a 
dedication to international humanitarian causes. 


Not forgetting the Mosque, the management committee has 
arranged events like the one shown for funds directly for the 
Mosque. 


These multifaceted initiatives not only make a tangible impact 
on pressing issues but also showcase the Mosque's commitment 
to balancing local and global charitable efforts under the 
management's thoughtful guidance. 


> SATURDAY = SUNDAY 


nel 18TH JUNE 2022 19TH JUNE 2022 © 


ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE RAISED FOR THE GREENGATE JAMIA MASJID 


Page 56 


Future plans for the Mosque 


The Mosque's management committee is committed to shaping a vibrant future for the community. 


Key initiatives include: 
Infrastructure Development 


e Compliance and Quality: Collaboration is in progress with a professional architect to obtain 
surveyor reports and retrospective building regulations certificates for completed works, 
ensuring compliance and quality in the Mosque's infrastructure. 


e Planning permission is being worked on for a new front entrance to meet safety and planning 
approval and will be announced in the next report. 


- Minarets: Focusing on the minarets to ensure they meet the highest standards. 
Community Facilities 


e Second Ablution Area: Constructing a second ablution area to meet the growing needs of the 
community. 


e Extension: Building an extension to the rear of the Mosque, providing ablution facilities on the 
first and second levels, enhancing convenience for worshippers. 


e Facilities specifically for females with their own private spaces, washing facilities and worship 
areas. 
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Community Centre 


e Groundbreaking Project: Acquiring land at the rear of the Mosque for a state-of-the-art 
community centre. 


e Facilities: Envisaging a versatile space with facilities such as: 
e Sports hall 
- Areas for funeral services 


¢ Other community-focused areas 
These future plans demonstrate the committee's: 


- Foresight: Recognising the growing needs of the community and planning accordingly. 
e Dedication: Committing to continual improvement and community service. 


e Vision: Envisioning the Mosque as a hub for community development and support. 
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Conclusion 


The Mosque's management committee has demonstrated a tireless commitment to the community's 


welfare and development through various initiatives, NAAA CIA E AAN tos! 
significant challenges due to lockdowns and government restrictions during the Covid pandemic, 


which limited our operating time to 4-5 years, mainly between 2016 - 2019. Despite this, we achieved: 


. Critical Repairs: Approximately £300,000 was invested in three major structural and remedial 
projects to ensure the safety and preservation of the old and new Mosque buildings for future 
generations. Notably, these projects addressed three critical issues: 


e Sewer Collapse Crisis: Emergency repair was undertaken to rectify the sewer collapse under 
the toilets at the back of the Mosque, which posed a significant risk to the building's integrity. 


e Gable-End Disaster: The removal of the gable-end led to extensive damage, compromising the 
walls and roof on the South Hill Street side. 


e Window Installation: The third project involved installing new windows in the new Mosque 
building, enhancing the overall safety and comfort of the facility. 


e Major safety issues and measures taken to rectify them like fire exits cleared and put back to 
use, Fire alarm system and CCTV systems installed to increase safety. 


- Additional services like burial washing and related services put into place. 


Page 59 


e Increased enrolment and educational growth through the Madrasah and Greengate Islamic 
College. 


- Positive awareness raised and response to charitable initiatives. 


e Positive interfaith ethos spread, and responses received from schools within the wider 
community who experienced the interfaith Community Iftar and "Visit My Mosque" program. 


The committee's focus on transparency, education, safety, and community engagement positions the 


Mosque as a dynamic centre contributing to the holistic well-being of its members and the broader 
community. 
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A Heartfelt Thank you from the Management Committee 


Dear valued members and friends of our community 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest gratitude to every one of you for your 
continued support and enthusiasm for our community organisation. Your contributions helped to 
make all this possible and enable infinite blessings in this world and the next for the whole 


community. The whole community shares in this blessing, even someone who contributed £0.01p 


Your involvement, participation, and generosity have made a significant impact on our community, 
and we are truly grateful for your dedication to our shared values and goals. 


Thank You for Being Part of Our Community 

We are proud to serve a community that is so vibrant, diverse, and caring. Your presence makes our 
organisation stronger, and we look forward to continuing to work together to make a positive 
difference in our community. 

Thank you again for your support and commitment to our community organisation. 


Best regards 


The Management Committee 
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